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90 years ago Rob was born in Nth West Queensland. His schooling started by correspondence, then moved to 
primary school and finally to Gatten College. He was there during the war years and the Americans decided to 
use the college as a base hospital. This meant that all student’s, other than those in their final year were sent 
home for the duration of the American occupation. Gatten was an Ag College with over 1700 acres on which 
there were dairy cows, horses, sheep and goats and it fell to the 25 odd students left to tend to them. He passed 
his course and then went on to Uni in Brisbane to do an Ag Science degree. While doing this course he also did a 
Valuation course.  
When he finished Uni the Commonwealth Bank were looking to employ Valuers so he applied a got the job. He 
was working in Head Office in Brisbane, it was very grand and he had to wear a suit and tie but he found he didn’t 
have much work to do as it had been decreed the Commonwealth Bank was not to lend money to farmers. He left 
the bank and went to work as a Federal Valuer but again found himself with no work due to changes within State 
and Federal arrangements. He decided it was time to find a new job and the Snowy was advertising for Valuers at 
the time, so he applied. He came to Cooma for an interview and in February of 1953 he moved from Brisbane to 
Cooma. He travelled over some very average roads down to Goulburn but after leaving Canberra he encountered 
76 miles of very ordinary road to Cooma.  
Once he started work his job was to value lands which were to be flooded as part of the Snowy Project. There 
was a group of surveyors who produced a map of the basin showing where the high water mark would be. So he 
got parish maps, went to the Shire Council and the P & P board and gradually filled in all the land owners. He 
then had to convince people to sell. The building of Eucumbene dam was well under way and they wanted works 
to continue unabated. At first he had trouble finding anyone who wanted to sell so he went to speak with William 
Hudson and told him about the problem. Mr Hudson decided to call a Saturday public meeting which he attended 
with charts, diagrams and timetables and explained what the Authorities plans were. On the Sunday they met 
again on the platform above Eucumbene dam and that was an eye opener. They then went onto Island Bend, 
Tumut Pond dam and the T1 power station.  After this Rob had little difficulty getting people to agree to sell. He 
would do a valuation of the property and then take it to a Solicitor in Cooma. The Authority had a Compulsory 
Powers of Acquisition but the Solicitors negotiated fairly and encouraged the landowners to accept the offers of 
fair market value. Most sellers were happy to accept the offers. As time went on Old Adaminaby was moved to its 
new site and the same needed to happen to Old Jindabyne. This posed a small problem as there was a cemetery 
which needed to be moved to a new site. After due consultation the bodies were exhumed and move to their new 
resting place.   
To finish Rob said it was a pleasure to work on a project that was finished on time and within budget. 

Richard  & Rob Rob Rob & Richard 
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THOUGHT OF THE WEEK: Des T 

A couple went out to dinner and the waiter asked what would you like, the wife said 

steak, medium rare. The waiter then asked what about the vegetable she answered 

he can order for himself 

Photo Gallery 

Rotary Theme of the Month - Vocational Service Month 

Peter D reminds us of the working bee at the Monaro Early Intervention Service. They have outgrown their cur-
rent premises and have purchased the house next door which needs some work like removing wall paper, pull-
ing up carpet and general painting.  The date arranged is Saturday 19th October, 8.30am meeting at 6 Hill St.  

Claire N announced that tickets for the Melbourne Cup Luncheon which is being held on Melbourne Cup Day at 
the Cooma Ex-services club  can be purchased from the Fabric Salon, the Visitors Centre, and Toy World. 

Dinner invitation for the TANSEN HOSPITAL IN NEPAL and CANBERRA FRIENDS OF DILI for Timor-Leste 
projects for young people 6.30pm for 7pm Saturday 9 November 2013 Ainslie Football Club (52 Wakefield 
Ave). Three course meal $50 per head (including $20 as a tax deduction, or more if you wish to donate for the 
Tansen Hospital). Raffles & silent auctions for Canberra Friends of Dili for Timor- Leste projects.  
 Bookings are essential:. Please contact Val Bland of the Rotary Club of Belconnen: vbland@grapevine.com.au 
or telephone 02 6288 9691 (ah); 02 6216 1854 (bh); or Mobile: 0419 46 1712.  

It is time to order your Christmas Cakes - Pres Hass has details. 
Disaster Aid Australia have acquired a Mercedes Benz van which they are raffling for $50/ticket there are only 
3000 and the winner can do what they like with the prize - Pres Hass has details. 

This Week’s News 

At the District Conference 
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WE MEET WEDNESDAYS 6.00PM FOR 6.30PM 

AT THE COOMA BOWLING CLUB, MAWSON LANE, COOMA 

The Rotary Club of Cooma 

The Secretary 

PO Box 14 

Cooma NSW 2630 

Phone: 042 138 150 

E-Mail: coomarotary@home.netspeed.com.au 

This Weeks Attendance:  75%  
 

Visiting Rotarians: None 
 
Guests:  Rebecca (Club), Tracey (Geoff B) 

 
Apologies:  David B, Katrin H, Margaret H, John K, Patrick K, Brian J.          Leave: Peter A, John V. 
 

We Also Missed:  None  Make-ups:  None 

 3 Minuter 

Peter D spoke about a job he had in PNG in May/June this year. The job was a body recovery and 
identification project of WWII Australian soldiers.  You might be wondering how can you identify a pile 
of bones dug up out of the mud in a PNG jungle. Well you take a team of people with the relevant ex-
perience with you. The forensic team Peter accompanied consisted of an overweight PNG military 
police officer, a professor who thought it was a good idea to wear thongs in the jungle, an Army Major 
(who was the forensic team leader) and 2 soldiers who had recently returned from Afghanistan.  One 
was a reservist who had a real job in Melbourne working on helicopters and the other was a full-time 
soldier who specialised in forensic photography. It was Peter’s job to keep these people alive. So off 
they went into the bush, they came to a village  where they picked a couple of new porters and a cou-
ple with whom Peter had worked with previously. They got some stories from the locals, you have to 
sift through them to discover the truths within.  The locals also brought in some bones. He had to ex-
plain it was better to leave them where they were and take the group to the bones so they could dig 
around to see if there were any other artefacts like buttons, boots, buckles or name tags. But these 
artefacts were not definitive evidence of who a person was because the Japanese liked Australian 
boots and the Aussies like to collect Japanese souvenirs.  The professors job was to find bones suit-
able for DNA testing.  The cost of a simple test is $12,000.  This can tell whether the bones are Asian 
or Caucasoid, usually Australian. If you got really good quality DNA then you could say it was from 
the Mooney family on the Monaro, if you had a sample to compare.  So how do you go about match-
ing bones found in the New Guinea jungle. To start with you draw maps with a bunch of circles on 
them. This then tells us that Private Sutcliff was on patrol in this area, was shot and died a day later. 
This is done many times over so you end up with a whole lot of circles on maps. These circles are 
then given specific colours relating to specific people so you then know who was in this vicinity at a 
particular time.  Then as you find remains you can get samples from specific families in Australia then 
the DNA can be matched. Not only is the DNA used but a number of other sources are consulted to 
confirm the identity. 
The remains are treated with the utmost respect and the aim is to be able to bury them with all due 
honours at the Bomana War Cemetery in Port Moresby.  A member of the family is invited to attend 
the interment at the cemetery. 
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GENERAL Members rostered on and not able to attend are to make arrangements with another member to take their place. 

MARKETS 

Those nominated to tow the caravan or chuck wagon are to be at the Rotary shed no later than 7am.  Ensure you get the 
key to the shed from John King PRIOR TO THE EVENT so the equipment can be set up early.  If you are unable to tow 
the van or chuck wagon PLEASE ASK SOMEONE WHO CAN, or advise Mark John-Natley before the event.  Others 
nominated should be at the park by 8.30am. 

 ROSTERS October November 

Attendance 
Elaine M 
Claire N 

 

Property 
Marco 
Elaine S 

 

Fellowship 
Rob S 
Tony S 

 

Markets 
John K- Co-ord 
Alyson H-J - PA 
Tom B 
Geoff B 
David B 
John C 
Ashley C 

John K - Co-ord 
Alyson H-J - PA 
 

Upcoming Program Three Minuter Thought of the Week 

Club Assembly 16 - Club Assembly 
 

23 - No Meeting 
 

26 - Anniversary Dinner 

16 - Club Assembly 
 

23 - No Meeting 
 

26 - Anniversary Dinner 

BIRTHDAYS ANNIVERSARIES JOINING DATE 

Richard L - 10 Oct 
 

Bob K - 13 Oct 
 

Wolfgang L - 25 Oct 
 

Margaret H - 28 Oct 
 

Kathy B spouse of David -  
                                         22 Oct 
Joo Siew K spouse of Patrick -  

                                         29 Oct  
 

 

Marco & Marjorie R - 18 Oct 
 

Wolfgang & Christina L - 20 Oct 

David B - 17 Oct 
 

Claire N - 31 Oct 

The Rotary Club of  Cooma Inc 

Upcoming Guest Speakers -  
26 - 60th Anniversary Dinner 
30 - Paul Broad - Snowy Hydro 


