
 

 

 

 

 

Web address:  www.clubrunner.ca/Cooma 

Email address:  rotary@coomarotary.net.au 

MEETING ATTENDANCE 

Attendance:   64% 

Guests: George Timmins (club), Ruth (Helen and 

Geoff) 

Apologies: Jeannette, John B, David B, Ash, 

Brenda, Kevin, Hass, Jan, John Cl 

We also missed: Sue S 

Next meeting: Combined Services 

Dinner 
Hosted by CWA, Cost $32, 6 for 6.30pm at the 

Ex-Services.  

OCTOBER DATES                                                         

Date joined Rotary:  Claire 31/10                                                    

                                  

                                                                          

NOVEMBER 

Attendance:   Peter, Katrin 

Fellowship: Tony, Alyson 

Property: Richard H, Wolfgang 

3 minuter: 2/11  Comb Serv   9/11  Erica 

16/11  Tom   23/11  Danielle   30/11  Jan                        

Intro:  2/11  Comb Serv   9/11  Ash 

16/11  Alyson   23/11  Jeannette  30/11  Sue 

Thanks:  2/11  Comb Serv   9/11  John Cl 

16/11  Darrell   23/11 Wolfgang   30/11  Marco 

Thought: 2/11  Comb Serv  9/11  Richard B 

16/11  Elaine M   23/11  Brenda   30/11  John B 

Markets: John K, Alyson, Ash (van), Brenda, 

Brian, Joe, Tony, Elaine S, Elaine M 

Coffee van: Mark JN, Danielle 

 

DECEMBER 
 

Attendance: Richard H, Hass 

Fellowship: Jan, Darrell 

Property: Mark JN, Danielle 

3 minuter: 6/12  Christmas Dinner    

  14/12  Neil 

Intro:  7/12  Christmas Dinner 

  14/12  Graham 

Thanks:  7/12  Christmas Dinner 

  14/12  Brenda 

Thought: 7/12  Christmas Dinner 

                               14/12 Katrin       

Markets: John K, Alyson, Peter (van), Carlo, 

Dave B, Jan, Sue, Erica, Neil 

Coffee van: Mark JN,   Meg                                                                       
 

A reminder from John K: if you are rostered on to 

work at any function, please attend, or else 

arrange a substitute. THIS ALSO APPLIES TO 

DUTIES AT CLUB MEETINGS. PLEASE CHECK THE 

ROSTER EACH WEEK. 
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If 

If you are unable to attend any meeting YOU 

SHOULD CONTACT DARRELL GAUKROGER by 

LUNCH TIME THE TUESDAY before the meeting. 

Failure to do this will mean that you will be 

asked to pay for the meal. Darrell's contact 

details are: Email - dgcooma@bigpond.net.au 

Phone - 6452 1159 Mobile - 0407 411 422 

ALL MEMBERS ARE REQUIRED TO HAVE THE 

WORKING WITH CHILDREN CHECK. Tom will help 

anyone who is having difficulty with the 

application. 

 

Rob’s address is the BUPA Centre, 142 

Carrington Rd, Waverley, his phone number: 

83059219.  

 

A big thank you to Meg for her help 

with this and last week’s bulletin. 

Allan: Busking update 

 Meetings were held Wednesday 26/10 and on 

Friday 28/10 to sort out tasks and personnel for 

next weekend, and to work out a final to-do list 

for prior to and on the day; the Busker Dollar is 

completed and Tom worked out a deal with 

South East Printing - $99 for 4000 Busker 

Dollars; all sponsorship packages have been 

taken and awards have been finalised; we have 

87 Buskers so far. 

 

Des: A big thank you to Elaine S for putting a big 

basket of toys together to send over to Africa 

next month with Jarrod, Des’ grandson, who is 

going over to help build an orphanage. 

 

John King: Helpers so far for the morning and 

afternoon busking shift; 7am till 12:30 - John 

Mooney, Mark C, Dave H, Des; 12:30 till finish – 

Richard B; Numbers will be finalised next week 

as some people were away 

Mark JN: Rosters are completed for November 

and December; please check the rosters and if 

you are unavailable for a duty please find a 

replacement and let Mark JN know. 

Melbourne Cup:  The Community Chest will be 

holding a Melbourne Cup Lunch on 1 November 

at the Atrium Restaurant from 12.30pm. Tickets 

are $60, available from the Fabric salon. 

 



 

The combined Christmas dinner with Bombala 

Rotary Club will be held in Nimmitabel on 6 

December, catered by Lions. There will be a three 

week break from Rotary over Christmas: 21, 28 

December and 4 January will be non-meetings, and 

bowls night with Lions is in January. 

Annual subs - Those members who have not yet 

paid their subs are advised that as 28 days have 

passed since the subs were set you are no longer 

financial members of the club. This means you are 

not entitled to vote on any club business. 

 

THOUGHT OF THE WEEK – In life 

everybody needs a little bit of madness so that 

they can cut the rope and finally be free. 

 

THREE MINUTER – Katrin 

Katrin spoke about what normal is and what 

people consider to be normal. She mentioned a 

quote she has on her fridge regarding this topic; 

‘The only normal people are the ones you don’t 

know very well.’  

She then told us about a book she had read that 

explored the experiences of children growing up in 

Europe during the war with bombing and hunger, 

and the impact that this had on them as adults.  

There is a story in this book about two girls around 

10-12yrs old that endured very similar experiences 

in the war, and lived in very similar circumstances 

as adults, both in a comfortable, pleasant home.  

However, the contrast in their behaviour was very 

interesting. One woman was very careful with 

what she bought and planned her meals carefully 

so as to not waste food. The other woman bought 

generously of everything, sometimes too much, 

and her food would often go off and therefore be 

wasted. 

So, two women with identical experiences and 

circumstances had very different attitudes. But 

which one of these women was the most normal? 

Katrin finished by saying that she would like to 

think that underneath all our normal exteriors, we 

are all a little bit weird or different or eccentric, 

that we are all a lot more interesting than ‘normal 

people’. 



GUEST SPEAKER – George Timmins 

George was born in Condobolin, one of a family of 

seven children, and lived on a sheep and wheat 

farm until his parents sent him off to boarding 

school at St Joseph’s College in Hunters Hill. He 

then went to Sydney University to study 

Veterinary Science, graduating in 1973 

He moved to Braidwood in 1974, a year of heavy 

rain that allowed lots of insects to travel further 

south than usual. Later in calving season a virus, 

akabane, a result of the influx of the insects, 

caused hundreds of thousands of dollars’ worth of 

calves to die that year. The next year it didn’t rain 

as much and the cows were immune 

In February 1975 George came to Cooma, and 

started his career as a district vet with the PP 

Board. During his career, there have been massive 

snowfalls and massive droughts. He advised 

graziers on how to feed weaners in a small area, 

with no exercise. The idea was to feed them and 

keep them alive until the drought broke and the 

prices rose. 

During this time, there were lambs with vitamin E 

deficiency, so the PP board acquired batches of 

vitamin E so that graziers could feed and drench 

their weaners because there were 20 to 30 

thousand of them in feed lots. 

George also flew in a helicopter to guide planes to 

drop hay to pockets of stock around the district 

when hundreds of thousands of acres became 

drought ridden almost overnight due to several 

minus on Friday 28/10 13o nights in a row. 

In 1989 he saw an accountant because he was 

thinking about going into private practice. The 

accountant told him he was committing financial 

suicide. 3 months later he had a go at it anyway 

and his hours went from 45 a week to 80. 

In November 2004, he opened a clinic in 

Jindabyne. In late 2006 Mike Mesley joined George 

at Baron Street and seven weeks later decided to 

stay for good, and became a partner.  

The new surgery is the equal of any veterinary 

surgery in NSW. Environmentally friendly, the 

building has a kilometre of water piped through 

the floor heating the entire surgery. They have 

cameras that can be used with their mobile 

phones to monitor animals in the critical care 

wards. Recently Mike has put in 4 big tesla 

batteries which harness solar energy and run the 

whole surgery, as well as the house connected to it 

behind the surgery. 

 


