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Margaret H & Darrell G - International Conference 

WORLD CONVENTION REPORT 

 
In a couple of words, the world convention in Sydney was stupendous and humbling. There were well over 

300 booths showing work that Rotary is doing to make people's lives better. These ranged from stands such 

as RAWCS and ROMAC through to the 10 year old boy from Kelvin Grove in Brisbane who saw some kids 

on TV kicking around a tin can as they didn't have a ball to kick. That young man, Mac Millar, is raising 

money to buy soccer balls to give to villages in Afghanistan where the kids have none. 

 
I have to pay tribute to Darrell who played the keyboard for most of the convention at the stand for the 

International Rotary Fellowship of Musicians. His music was like a magnet drawing people to launch into 

impromptu sing-songs. I was also glad to see a familiar face to be able to orient myself from time to time. 

 
Being part of the choir for the inter-faith service was very special. There were some beautiful voices that 

were inspiring. Representatives from the major religions - Judaism, Hinduism, Buddhism, Islam and 

Christianity, took part in the service by giving readings and or prayers. When we saw the music for Waltz-

ing Matilda, we could see there were some unusual notes and words.  Darrell put them right and was the 

accompanist for that particular song. 

Getting to and from Olympic Park was made easier by the fact that our transport was free on trains and 

buses. Rebecca and I stayed at a motel in Burwood and we could get a free shuttle bus each morning.

  

I got to only one of the plenary sessions but it was very interesting. Professor Martin Silink AM spoke 

about getting the countries of the world to unite to have an UN Resolution on Diabetes. It was a drawn-

out process and involved a lot of lobbying. I was able to speak to Martin when I saw him at a luncheon. He 

did his Leaving Certificate at Monaro High School in 1958 and was a year ahead of Roger. 

 
Professor Jack Sim from Singapore started his talk and grabbed our attention by saying he was going to 

speak about the topic of s..t. He said we are not supposed to speak about this word, but we should be 

speaking about it as of the 7 billion people on this earth, 2.5 billion have no toilet. 

Professor Sim was another who lobbied the UN and had World Toilet Day proclaimed. If you recall the 

gang rape and hanging of two Indian girls recently, that event took place when the girls went out into the 

field to relieve themselves before retiring for the night, so indirectly they became victims of not having a 

toilet. 
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Rotary Theme of the Month: 

Rotary Fellowship Month 

This Weeks Attendance: 71.9% 
 

Visiting Rotarians:    
 

Guests:  Rebecca (Club),  Gilbert Wallace (Darrell G), Helen Caldwell (Geoff B) 

 

Apologies:  Tom B, David B, Elaine S 

 

Leave:  Mark C, Peter D, John V, Alyson HJ, Les S Make-ups:  We Also Missed: John C 

 

Tommy Spaulding is a best-selling author who became involved in working for the benefit of everyone 

after attending a RYLA course. His message was: there are leaders, followers, and critics. Which one are 

you? Finally at this plenary session, there was an interview with the cricketer Brett Lee who is founder 

of the Mewsic Foundation which brings music to the children of India. 

 

I had put my hand up to be a volunteer, but when my rostered time came around, on the last day, my 

services were hardly needed as most people knew where they had to go. 

One thing that was special for me was when I was being a volunteer and I spotted a couple that looked 

familiar to me. It turned out to be a couple that was on my cruise to Alaska, four years ago. 

Not only did I see them then, but after the closing ceremony when thousands of people were dispersing, I ran 

into them again. Obviously it was meant to be. 

 

The closing ceremony was wonderful, entertainment being provided by the Ten Tenors and Marina Prior. 

There were a few tears when we sang along with them in I Still Call Australia Home. The finale was the unu-

sual hymn Let I Here Be Peace on Earth – an inspiration.  
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Projects being supported by Cooma Rotary include: 
 

- End Polio Now - ROMAC - Shelter Box  - Monaro Early Intervention Service (MEIS) 

 

- New public seating in Cooma - More trees at Rotary Oval - Outdoor workout equipment                       

 

- Rotary Youth Exchange Program 

Thought of the Week - Katrin H 

Luck is what happens when preparation meets opportunity. 



Joe V - 3 June 

 

Kevin D - 6 June 

 

Brian J - 8 June 

 

Marco R - 14 June 
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The contact for making apologies and for notifications of guests for dinner meetings is 

Les Sutcliffe on 6452 7442 during business hours or e-mail leecooma@bigpond.com 

BIRTHDAYS 

June Rosters  

Attendance Rob S 

  Graham F 

Property Darrell G 

  Jim H 

Fellowship Margaret E 

  Claire N 

Market         John K - Co-ord 

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

3 Minute Talk  

18 June David H 

25 June Change-over 

  

  

  

Thought of the week  

18 June Margaret H 

25 June Change-over 

  

  

  

Introduction  

18 June Des T 

25 June Change-over 

  

  

  

Thank you  

18 June Claire N 

25 June Change-over 

  

  

  

 Upcoming Speakers 

18 June - Frances Robertson 

                 Young People in Community Service 

25 June - Change-over 

2 July - Rebecca 

              Oz Experience 

 

JOINING DATE 

ANNIVERSARIES 

John K - 1 June 

 

Elaine S - 1 June 

 

Graham F - 16 June 

 

Neil B - 27 June 

 

Mark J-N - 27 June 

Graham & Helen F - 2 June 

 

Les & Jan S - 27 June 

 MEMBER HAPPENINGS 

June 
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The contact for making apologies and for notifications of guests for dinner meetings is 

Les Sutcliffe on 6452 7442 during business hours or e-mail leecooma@bigpond.com 

 


